MARLBOROUGH
that a man who was known to be poor and fond of money,
and who was for a long period viewed with extreme hostility
by the King and by powerful people at Court, would, if his
misconduct was flagrant, as is alleged, have certainly been
called to account. In that ruthless age he was the last man to
receive exceptional licence.
But the scrutiny of history has proved equally sterile. When
we remember all the masterly and malevolent pens that have
scratched among the records of the past in search of every
scrap of information which could render him odious to
posterity, it is impressive that nothing but contemporary
gossip and rumour should have rewarded so much diligence.
His assailants have had to make the best of what slanders
they could extract from the most disreputable sources. " The
applauses which were justly due/' says Macaulay,
to his conduct at Walcourt could not altogether drown the voices
of those who muttered that, wherever a broad piece was to be
saved or got, this hero was a mere Euclio, a mere Harpagon;
that, though he drew a large allowance under pretence of keeping
a public table, he never asked an officer to dinner; that his
muster-rolls were fraudulently made up; that he pocketed pay in
the names of men who had long been dead, of men who had been
killed in his own sight four years before at Sedgetnoor; that there
were twenty such names in one troop ; that there were thirty-six
in another.
To this the sprightly Paget has rejoined:
As UAvars was first acted in 1667, it is certainly possible that
the Jacobites may have applied to the great object of their hatred
the name of Harpagon; but as Pope was not born until 1688,
the voices " muttering that Marlborough was a mere Euclio "
which had to be drowned in 1689, must have been confined to
the readers of the Aulularia of Plautus, , . . *
Macaulay admits that the only authority for this poisonous
paragraph is The Dear Bargain, a Jacobite pamphlet clandes-
tinely printed in 1690.2 He copied from The Dear Bargain
almost word for word the passage quoted above and paused
1  Macauky, ill, 438.   Paget, Paradoxes andPuzglss, p. 12.
2  Somerj Tracts, x, 349.
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